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Introduction

The CentraDepartment of Geography with support from University Grant Commission
organized a two day workshop entitled Importance of Geography in National
Development and its Teaching and Research in Higher Education in NepaR0rA%ad,
2074( 34 July, 2017) inlotel Hillside Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal. The main objective

of the workshopwas to understand the constraints, gaps and opportunities of Geography
teaching and research in Nepal and identify the ways to attract students and other
stakeholder in geogghy education from no#ormal education to school and
universities.

A total of 91participants,including faculty members of constituent campuses located in
different parts of the countryfrom Tribhuvan University, Pokhara University, Kathmandu
Universily, and FaiWestern University; representative from the Ministry of Education
and the geographers working in the government services, and journalete
participated in the workshop (The name of the participants and their affiliated institution
is given inannex 1. The program of the workshop is given in annex 2. Simdaply,of

key note speech; points raised during remark speech, presentation during technical
session, and issues raised during the graugrk and photographs taken during the
workshop arggiven in Annex 3, 4, 5, 6,7)

Based on the key note speech delivered by Prof. Dr. Pitamber Sharma, Former Vice
Charman of National Planning Commission; remarks from Chief Guest of the Inaugural
Sessior, Prof. Upendra Man Malla, Former Member of NatioRé&nning Commission,

Mr. Tuk Raj Sigdel, Member of Parliament, Mr Y. P. Acharya, representatives of the
Ministry of Education, Prof Dr. Indra Tiwari, Dean, Faculties of Humanities and Social
SciencesPokhara UniversityProf. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal, He@éntral Department of
Geography, and Prof. Ram Kumar Pandey and Prof. Dr. Padma Chandra Poudel, senior
Geographes,; paper presented in Technical Session by Prof. Dr. BrasadSubedi, Prof.

Dr. Krishna Prasad Poudel, Mr. Rajddéwadhyaya Prof. Dr. Inca Twari, Prof. Dr.
Narendra Raj KhanaProf. Mahesh Parajuli, Dean, Kathmandu University (his materials
was presented by Prof. Narendra Raj Khanal since he was unable to be present in the
workshop) and Group work and discussion in the plenary sessiod; remarks during

the closing session from Prof. Dr. Shiva Lal Bhusal, Dean, Faculties of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Tribhuvan University, Prof. Upendra Mana,Maibf. Ram Kumar
Pandey, Prof. Dr. BhifdfrasadSubedi, and Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khakigad Central
Department of Geography, the following recommendations were forwarded.

The two days conference became very much helpful in understanding the opportunities
and challenges of Geography teaching and research in Nepal. In addition to a keynote
speech, six thematic papers were presented covering the objectives of the programs. The
second day of the workshop was devoted in group discussi®he discussion was

organized around the specific issues. The participants were divided into three groups
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based on their interest for thgroup discussion and it wasdidy the group leader and a
facilitator.

Findings of the workshop

The findings of the workshop are divided into 4 groupsGeneral and policy level,
al adSNRa S@StT . I OKHyhe? detopdsSrPl&VEIT | YR { OK2 2 2

1 General and Policy Levidsues and Recommendation

1 Design/reformat and implemengeographiccourses in two wingg, social
science anghure science Theeducation policyof the government has given
priority to science and technolggand the discipline of geographypkaced under
the social science. It has not yet been understood and realized the fact that
geography is the science of synthesis that it integséite knowledge from
various fields of studies of botiaturalscience ad social science. It is one of the
fields of studies that apply the most advancgzentificmethods and toolsWith
the advancement of science and technology, the methods and tools of
generating high resolution temporal and spatial geographic informagisach as
space technology for remotely sensed information that is available from satellite
images, GPS (Geographic Positioning System) for ground surveying and drone
(unmanned vehicle) for local level surveying, the field of geography is not limited
to the study of social science only. With the introduction of computer based
geographic information analysis system which is known as Geographic
Information System (GIS$jas made it possible to integrate spatial data with
attribute data and analyze it with Higtemporal and spatial resolution.
Generation and analysis of geographic information is very important for the
assessment of natural resources and environment, spatial planning, disaster
management planning and overall sustainable development from holistic
perspective at different levelslocal, national and regional. This strength of
geography has not yet been recognized in the policies of education and
employment (government services). In many countries geography is taken as
social studies as well asesoce. It is recommended that there should be
provision of granting science degree to those who comes Bachelor in
science background and arts for those who comes fBaohelor irhumanities
and social sciences includiBgchelor iimanagemenbackground.

1 Design geography courses around relevant contemporary issues
Thoughgeographycoursesat Masters Level are updated keeping in view
the contemporary issues su@sclimate changedisasters risk
management urbanizationand migration, tourism, land esplanning
and GIS and Remote Sensing have been introdtecedme extent Still,
there is scope of introducing courses swadtocal leveland use
planning,geography ofglobalization,greendevelopment,tourism
planning for local dvelopment,natural resource conservation, ecological



studies, political gography of the Himalayaand geographyf

federalism. Specific courses in thematic datalgtsis may be some of the
relevant areas for designing new asas or tinkering with old ags. The
semester sysgm should give more autonomy to teachers in designing
coursesas per the needs of contemporary society and mark&urses

with contemporary relevance can be designed only when the
bureaucracy associated with new course design and approval is made
friendlier with faculties who are responsible for teaching

Link geography courses with fiektudies Field studies are a key

strength of the discipline in which theoretical knowledge can be applied
andverified. Interaction with nature and the people gives dtbe

insight to students and the researchei$is has always been a particular
strength of geography as a discipline. Innovative ways of linking field
work with class worland problemsolvingapproachcan be devised to
A0U0NBYy3IGKSY 3IS2ApBdpkne. | & | WKI yRa
Develop joint coursesThere are a number of areas where joint courses
can be designed in the earth sciences, particularly, physical geography,
geology meteorology hydrology and environmental sciences. Such
courses can alsatilize existingfaculty to the optimunievel In aspects

of human geography joint courses can be designed potentially with the
departments of sociology, anthropology, economics, political science,
rural developmentpopulation studies and so omribhuvan University

has dfered the opportunity for credit transfer. Once, the areas for joint
courses are identified and developed, those credits can be transferred
from one department to anothefThiswill give a better opportunity to
select various subject of interesi studerts having various methods and
techniques that they can use in their career development.

Encourage and promote Nepaélevant researchThe higher level of
studies in Nepal has not properly centralized the courses on the studies
of Nepal Research hasot been a priority in the Central Department of
Geography or any other department at Tribhuvan University. Research is
more incidental than intentional unless some joint programme makes it
imperative. It is ironic that at a time when there are more potential
funders of geographical and developmental reseaidte history of
geography reveals that it is through explorations, large and small, and
through the interpretation and reinterpretation of the dynamics of
humanspace interaction that geography has remairasdhe forefront

of the knowledge enterprise. Changing environments and demographics,
changing cultures, habitats and economies and consequent changes in
relationships present the geographer with a plethora of research themes
in Nepal that can be explordatrough a variety of theoretic lenses.



Linkages need to be cultivated with key development organizations such
as the National Planning Commissemd sectoral development agencies
as well as Provincial governments in the futtoefacilitating applied
research oriented towards specific polayd programmegoals.Post
graduate departments of geography have to evolve adticeis of

research in their own right. The leadership of the departments should be
judged on that basis.

Develop and sustain linkagef the past decadeshe central

department has made commendable efforts to develop academic
exchange and collaborative research with Universities notably in Norway,
Switzerland, France, AustridK Ching and AustraliaMany graduates

have immensely begfitted from it. This has to be strengthenaad

taken forward on annstitutional basis Outside linkages can bring fresh
and novel ideaas well as resourcemnd expose both the faculty and the
students to the new frontiers of geographical resdgmmethodology and
teaching.

Building a sense of communitynstitutional research requires a cohesive
and cooperative, learningharing environment in the departments. All
academic institutions everywhere have a sense of quiet competition and
rivalry. But wha the rivalry reaches levels of negativity all concerged
the faculty, the students, the department and the general image
projected to the outside world, suffer. The department has to guard
itself against this tendency by being more open, transparend, an
objective and forward looking, taking relevant ideas irrespective of
source and discarding practices that hinder cooperation and
collaboration. Institutions cannot deliver effectively or prosper
sustainably without building a sense of community.

Visibiity. Visibility could another component to sustain geograplsya
discipline visibility ¢ in academia and intellectual discourse, and in the
public space at large dealing with issues of public relevagnse

extremely important.

In academiait could bedevelopedthrough seminars, workshops,
thematic brain storming etc those ideas can be presented, churned,
critigued and contested. This tradition is largely absent in the academic
environmernt of higher education in Nepal and needs to be established.
The inportance of publication cannot benderemphasised. As the
saying goes an institution is only as good and as relevant as its latest
publication. The life of academic journals in geography has been erratic
at best, and largely unpredictable both in termspefriodicity, review and



quality. The departments in Kirtipur and Pokhara bring out their journals
occasionally but attention to quality has often beeraintained

An important aspect of visibility is to show how geographical modes of
analysis can helfp address issues of development both at the popular
level as well as at the level of policies and programmi@srefore,in
addition to academic, to make geography relevant to the wider world,
geographers have also to venture as public intellectuals offeheiy
reasoned perspectives on national and regional issues.

Creation of Public Awareness of Geography and Diversitis necessary
to create public awareness of geography and diversity of Nepal by
organizing and celebratingeography Awareness Dag @ommonly
performed as geography awareness week in the United States

Periodic survey of théevel of basic geographic knowledgé is also

necessary to carry out periodic survey on the level of basic geographic
knowledgeat the schoobndcollege levelgboth the students and

teachers) as well as among the policy and decision makers at national and
local level.

Political endorsement of the idea of observing geography awareness
Since geography has strength for spatial planning in various themes of
managemehsuch as environment, natural resources, disaster risk,
transportation. The knowledge of geography is very important to policy
and decision makers. So, days/week exposure interaction wittréueral
Parliamentis useful. It should be formally recognizad endorsed by the
Federal Parliament to observe geography day every year.

Design and implement courses on gepatial study as vocational/technical

subject The course should consists instrumental surveying including Geographic
Pasitioning System (GP8j) mapping and use of Geographic Information System
(GIS) for mapping and the analysis of data by linking spatial andpaiial
geographic datat would be useful to render such knowledge and skills for
authorities of local body (VDC/Municipality), apdvate sectors like FNCCI, HAN,
TAN etc.

Organization of exposure visilt is also necessary to organize exposure and
interaction visit among geographers.

Establishment of vertical and lateral linkages between different levels of
education The coursesroenvironment portion under Population and
Environment within social studies which is also a part of geography is separately
treated as science in many other countries. In higher education, environment is
under institute of science. It should be reviewed.



Organization of interactive program among relevant departments of other
discipline.lt is necessary to understand the opportunities and contrarians in
developing joint courseand the use of geographic knowledge among different
disciplines

Interaction with local bodies Geographer has strength to assess resources,
develop management plan from holistic approach using geographic information
system. So, they can be instrumental for the preparation of local level
development and disaster risk management plaaor this, it is necessary to
establish the linkages with local bodies and discuss about the expertise for
development of local plan. It will also help to generate resources and contribute
in local and national development

Development of norcredit prograns and organization of training/interaction
program. It will help to create awareness about geography, use geographical
knowledge in development planning and recognize the role of geographer in
local and national development in sustained way.

Make geographyas a discipline more accessibl®ffer geography as an
optional in undergraduate sciences programmes. Devise concise courses
in geographical concepts for those entering geography from other fields.
The holier than thou attitude has to be discarded.

f MastSNRa f S@St
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Development and implementation of internship systenefore completion of
alaidSNRa RS3INBS

Organization of lecture class/ interaction program from experts in relevaieid
as guest lecturer.

Emphasis on field studies for courses in Master Level

M Bachelor Level

1
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Timely revision in course structure and content in Bachelor level courses

Restructuring of course placement from general to compl&ince the

geography in Bachet Level is open to all the subjects. The general courses such
as Geography of Nepal and Settlement Geography should be placed in the first
year and geomorphology and climatology should be placed in later year. Courses
such as Geographical Thought and &1& RS should be made compulsory. Like



wise there isaneed to have basic knowledge of geology and its should be
embeddedwith geomorphology.

Refresher training for teachers teaching in Bachelor Leltas needed after
each revision of the course.

1 Schoolnd Higher Secondary Level

T

Inclusion of geography as independent subject in school lelz&tlusion

of geographyas a specific subject or discipline in the school curricula after
the introduction of the New Education System Plan in 1971 led to the
unravelng of the discipline and its prioritized importance in school
education in general. This had a cascading effect on geography as a
discipline in posschool education. It is claimed that the social sciences
curricula in school education suffered as a resfispecial task force led

by the Nepal Geographical Society or the Central Department of
Geography (including school level geography teachers and those engaged
in the preparation of the modules of geography in scHeokl Social

Studies curricula) be ostituted to examine this issue and come up with
suggestions to improve the situation and propose alternative courses of
action.

Make aware of the role of geography among policy makehsiportant to
make aware the policy makers and planners about the oblgeography
in cultivating the idea of nationality to the young students so that they
have the feeling of nation, nationality. Such ideas to citizens are very
important in the survival of a nation. Thus, geography teaching and
learning has a broader golatyond merely getting job to few individuals.

Provision for teaching geography by a geograph@&he enthusiasm and
inquisitiveness aroused in the student by an effective teacher can be the
critical motivator attracting students to geography in the psstool

education systemGeography within social studies is commonly taught by
non-geographer without having knowledge of map production and

reading. This is one of the reasons making geography as uninteresting and
irrelevant subjectlt is in this contexteither geography should be taught

by a geographer or there should be training for rgegographer teachers
before teaching geography.

Vertical integration of school curriculdn some cases the curricula of geography
within social studies seems complex tmple. For example globe to local. It

should be local to global context. Another example is teaching geography of India
first in lower class and Nepal in higher class.



1 Misleading message in school curricula some cases, the geographic
perspective is m@ng. For example, house is given as example for mapping which
is simply a drawing not mapping. It seems that the course is designed by a non
geographer.

9 Standardization of text book for schodMisleading messages of geogra@nd
inconsistentsin the wse of terminologieshows that there is a need to
standardize text book through discussion and involvement of a group
geographers

9 Production and use of locally available lows cost teaching materials for school

1 Combination of optional groupCurrent combiation of optional group courses
does not provide opportunity to take geography. For example geography and
computer sciences are in one optional group of choices.

9 Inclusion of field study in school and higher secondary level curricula

It is also recommendetb continueactivitiesfor effective implementation of thabove given
recommendatios by forming working groups idifferent thematic areas.
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Annex 2 Workshop Program

Workshop Program

Importance of Geography in National Development and Its Teaching and Research at Higher

in Nepal

July 34, 2017, Kathmandu, Nepal
Hotel Hill $de, Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Masters of Ceremoryr. Prem

Time Day one Sagar Chapagain
8:369:00 Registration, tea and coffee
) _ . . . - Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal,
9:009:05 | Session Chairman, Chairman of the organizing c HODCDGTU
9:059:10 Digniries to dais: Chief guest, guests, and paper presentators
9109.5 | Welcome speech Prof. Dr. Hriday Lal Koirala,
. L L . Prof. Upendra Man Malla, Forn
95-925 Inauguration with lighting of lamp by Chief Guest Dean, Former Member of Natio
Remarks . .
Planning Commission
Prof. Dr. Pitamber Shafreamer
925-955 | Keynote speech ViceChairman of National Plani
Commission
Remarks from key participants
Prof. RamWmarPandey Geographer
Mr. Tuka Raj Sigdel Member of Parliament
Representative from the Ministi
Mr Y. P. Aaya Education
L DeanFaculty of Humanities and
Prof. Dr.  Indra Tiwari Social Science3okhara Univers
Vote of Thanks Prof. Dr. Pashupati Nepal
Remarks andbsing of Inaugural Session me.' Dr. Narendra Ranﬂh
Chair of the opening session
12:001:00 | Launch
Technical Session
Session Chair: Prof. Upendra Man Malla
Papepresentation
1:061:40 Contribution of Geography aodr@phers in the Prof. Dr. BhinGRbedi
Development of Nepal
. I S ProfDr. Devendra B Lamichtang
1:402:20 | Geography Teaching in Schools and Idigtetich Mr. Rajeev Upadhyégeesentatpr
2:202:35 | Tea, office
2:353:15 iapl\?g;r)gjlmtles and Challenges of Geography Eq ProfDr Krishna P Pogid
3:153:55 | Geography in Higher Education ProfDr. Indra Tiwari
3:554:35 | Geography Education in Nepal and aanérie3 ProfDr. Narendra Raj Khanal

Activities for Attracting Students in Geography

Prof. Dr. Mahesh Parajuli ( Since
was unile to physically attend the
workshop, his materials was pres
by Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khana
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Technical Session Dgy Twp

1100 Tea, coffee
11.10 Session Chair: Prof. Upendra Man M;
11.15 ' '
Group formation and group work
Three groups were formed to discuss various issues in geography teaching and r
each group was headed by the team leader and facilitated by other faculties. Oth
joined anyone of the three gesuper their interest of canitwilb were joined the group.
Those three gragnd group leachnd facilitators wénefollowing
Group 1:School and Higher Secondary SehaiolK. P. Poudel, Dr. Rajeev
Upadhyaya,
Dr. Prem SagarChapagain (Other interesteticpants)
Group 2: Bachelor level (Campuskesdf Dr.Kamal Maiya Bhuju; Dr. Ashok
Rajbanshi,
11.15 Mr. Chhabi Lal Chidi, Mr. Dhyanedra Rai (Other interested particij
1315 Group3:Mast er 6 s | éRradDr.Hraaya Koiraka,sPBrEPashulpati
Nepal,
Dr. Shova Shrestha ( Other interested participants)
Following were the themes for the discussion in the group work
a. Placement of geography educgtots/Science)
b. Congraints and recommendation for curricula revision/developmen
c. Constraints and recommendation for teaching and learning includil
and logistic support
d. Awarenesgeneratiemrmodality and thedology
e. Other issues (if any)
Session IPlenary session (presentation and discussion)
13:15 | Presentation by Group 1 and discussion
14:35 | Presentation by Group 2 and discussion
Presentation by Group 3 and discussion
14:35 | Closing Session
14:14:4%

Prof. Dr. Narendra Ra

Session Chair Khanal, HOBDGTU

Prof. Dr. Shiva Lal
Bhusal, Dean,
Closing remarks from Chief Guest Faculties of Humanitie
and Social Sciences,
Tribhuvan University

Closing remarks Prof. Upendra Man M;
. Prof. Rar{umar
Closing remarks
Pandey
Closing remarks Prof. Dr. Bhim Subed
Closing remarksm Representative of Hréidpants Mr. Bharat Raj Neupa
Prof. Dr. Narendra Ra
Remarks and closing of workshop Khanal, Chair of Closi
Session
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Annex 3 Keynote Speech

YSe b20S {LISSOK a9ail of A aikEdycationiakdNatersf S 31 y O
5SSt 2LIYSyi¢ RSt ADSNBR o8 t Inpoftariae 6fNJ { K| N |
Geography in National Development and its Teaching and Research in Higher

Education in Nepal, Asad 120, 2074 (July-&, 2017), Hotel Hillside, Kirtipyr

Kathmandu, Nepal Organized by Central Department of Geography

Keynote speeches dealostlywith the big picture. | propose to digress a little and talk
not about the big picturdout the little things that carbe doneto make geography more
relevant to ou education and by implication to national development. To pontificate on
the relevance and importance of geography in education and national development
among professional geographers is a bit like selling the beads to therbakers. | will

not attempt that.

| believe that this workshop is not just another ritual but an earnest effort to review and
assess the place and importance of geography in our education system and resolve to put
in some serious work to attain that vision. It is in that spirdgtthmake a few

suggestions.

Public Awarenessf Geography and Diversity

Ly GKS mMdopyna RdzNAYy3I w2yl fR wSI3IFryQa LINBAARS
United States published a shocking report. It showed that 20% of students located the

United Staes in Brazil; 95% of 481 could not locate Vietnam; 75% did not know where

El Salvador was. Geography had all but disappeared from curricula of American schools.

For a country that was built largely by immigrants, that was rich because of its diversity

of people and resources, a country that thrived on trade, that prided in its military

prowess and its global economic and political leadership the findings came as awake

call. There was a sense of urgency to recognise and establish the place arfd role o

3S23IN) LKE& Ay SRdzOIFGA2Yy Ay 3ASYSNI X YR AY c
in particular.

In September 1987 a joint resolution of Congress proposed the third week of
November as Geography Awareness Week and was endorsed by Proclamatidsyy5700
the President of the United States. Since then the third week of November each year is
observed as Geography Awareness Week in the United States. The proclamation
emphasised the need to understand people, environment, political boundaries, resources
and characteristics; appreciate the interdependence of the world and its physiographic,
historic, social, economic and political aspects, and utilise the wealth of new knowledge
generated through research.

Nepal is a text book example of the implicationgidf NS f RAFTFSNBYGALF GA2Y
be it physiography, microlimate, geology, as well as aspects of economy, demography,
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physical, social and economic diversitpur policy space and even less awareness of the
need to engage with expertise in aspects of geography and related modes of analysis. In
much of our policy discussig@eographicaspace very often is the ignored proverbial
elephant in the room. The divergiexperienced in real life is not reflected in the process

of development thinking.

There have been no efforts to measure the level off geographic knowledge at the school
or college levels in Nepal. The first activity to raise the relevance of geograpty in

system of education should perhaps be to undertake a survey of basic geographic
knowledge among school students, graduates and those engaged in development in
various sectors. The University Grants Commission can perhaps legitimately support such
activities. Periodic surveys of this nature at an interval of 4 or 5 years can provide the
basis to establish the relevance of geography in education and society at large.

We can also follow the US example and designate a week each year as Geography Week
or Diversity Week. We caalsomake an effort to get a political endorsement of the idea

in the first session of the new Federal Parliament. The purpose of the
Geography/Diversity week would be to raise awareness on geographical knowledge for a
better apprecigion of ourselves as a country and our contemporary world. Various
SoSyia OFy 06S 2NHFYAT SR I NRdzyR I OSy NI f
geographic diversity and its implication for development. Nepal Geographical Society has
to wake up from is untimely slumber. The Central Department of Geography needs to
galvanise its faculty and students, and departments of geography in various other
campuses, to define themes and in consultation with other geographers and those
interested in geography come with action ideas for the observation of the Geography
Week each year. The observation can be gradually extended to all regions and provinces
in the country through the network of schools and colleges. The work of the Association
of American Geographe can provide pointers to the kind of activities that can be
undertaken in our own contextstablishing the relevance of geography should first and
foremost be the concern of geographers.

Geography in Schools

There is a general perception among professiaggeographers, and particularly those
engaged in higher education in geography, that the exclusion of geography as a specific
subject or discipline in the school curricula after the introduction of the New Education
System Plan in 1971 led to the unramglof the discipline and its prioritised importance

in school education in general. This had a cascading effect on geography as a discipline in
post-school education.

The introduction of NESP was an attempt to move away from the British system of
schoollevel education and curricula to the American system. In the process the
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established disciplines of school curricula such as geography were replaced by a more
generalised approach that would potentially provide students more choices in post
school educatin. Geography as a fifledged subject is offered as an optiorfaimong 57
other subjectsjn secondary schools but only 9% of schools offer the subject to its
students.

It is claimed that the social sciences curricula in school education suffered swlta re
Tthe disciplinary emphasis of the British approach was lost while the choice inherent in
the American approach was never seriously pursued.

The veracity of this assumption needs to be seriously explored and assessed. | propose
that a special task fae led by the Nepal Geographical Society or the Central Department
of Geography (including school level geography teachers and those engaged in the
preparation of the modules of geography in schimlel Social Studies curricula) be
constituted to examinghis issue and come up with suggestions to improve the situation
and propose alternative courses of action. An ideal or model geographical
knowledge/concept bencimark can be created for each level of school education and
assess whether the existing curria meets those standards. This requires a more holistic
look at school curricula in general including such subjects as environment, population
etc.

Curricula is one aspect of the problem. The other and equally important is the training of
teachers who teeh the geography content of the school curricula. The enthusiasm and
inquisitiveness aroused in the student by an effective teacher can be the critical
motivator attracting students to geography in the pesthool education system. This

may require a clogdook at the curricula and teaching of geography education at the
higher secondary and graduate levels.

A more disturbing trend is increasingly visible in higher secondary school education. 10+2
is now universal and students are expected to choose amoagducation streams

available to them, namely, sciences, management and education. Social sciences or
liberal arts stream is rarely offered. In 2012 only 1% of the total higher secondary schools
(39 out of 3596) offered a major in geography. | am told tieography as a disciplinary
subject is offered only by Far Western University other than Tribhuvan University,
although geographical content may be there in subjects dealing with environment,
natural resources, population, sustainable development e&ryVew private college

offer geography at 10+2 or higher levels. As things stand the future of geography as a
discipline in Nepali Universities appears largely bleak.

Geography in Higher Education

There are presently altogether 21 campuses with programgeography of which
only two have programmes at the Masters level. More recent data might reveal the
situation in greater detail. The trends however are cle#ne number of students opting
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for geography at undergraduate and post graduate level idiag. This trend at the

post graduate level has been visible for some time. As a result the Masters level
Geography programme had been opened for graduates from almost all faculties with a
Bachelorsdegree. In spite of these initiatives things have edmsuch a pass that for

the first time thisyear there were no students at the Mastersé¢inthe Central
Department of Geography at Kirtipur.

This state of affairs raises fundamental questions: how to make geography a subject of
contemporary relevanein under graduate and graduate level education ? How to make
geography arappealing subjedo students, and a subject worth offering in colleges and
Universities? A subject has contemporary relevance if it provides insights into
contemporary problems ahoffers ways to deal with issues. A subject is appealing to
students if it excites their interest and offecompetitivevalue in the market of

knowledge as well as skills. A subject is worth offering in colleges and Universities if it has
enduring knowlelge value to educate young minds, and if it continues to attract
knowledge seekers and knowledge generators to make it academically and economically
viable. These are some of thardfilters against which geography as a discipline in

higher education hato be assessed to address problems of student enrolment and
retention and to popularise geography as a rewarding field of graduate stutiesn

this vein that a few suggestions are offered below.

1 Make geography as a discipline more access@féergeography as an optional
in undergraduate sciences programmes. Devise concise courses in geographical
concepts for those entering geography from other fields. The holier than thou
attitude has to be discarded.

1 Design geography courses around relevant eomgorary issue<Climate change,
Natural disasters, Urbanization and Smart citMapping andGIS applications,
Local level Land use planniriggeography oGlobalizationEconomic Geography
of Labour Migration in NepaGreen Developmenilourism Planninépr Local
Development,Natural Resource conservation, Ecological studies, Political
Geography of the HimalayaSgography of Federalism, Marxist, posarxist,
postmodernist thoughts irGeography, specific courses in Thematic Data
Analysis may be some tie relevant areas for designing new cses or
tinkering with old oes. The semester system should give more autonomy to
teachers in designing courses. Courses with contemporary relevance can be
designed only when the bureaucracy associated with newsmdesign and
approval is made more faculty friendly.

91 Link geography courses with field exposureis has always been a particular
strength of geography as a discipline. Innovative ways of linking field work with
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class workand problemsolvingcan be deised to strengthen geography as a
WKIF-FRB® RAAOALI AYySo

SpecializationOver the years most geography graduates from our university

have gone on to fields in human geography rather than physical geography. With

GKS F2dzNJ @ Sl NJ o6 OKafdn af Miraerabypalpisfnyscouisk S 02 y (
at the Masters level does not make much sense. It is therefore time to

reconsider specialization in physical or human geography at the Masters level.

This might raise a number of other concerns but the issue is wortbussy

looking into.

Develop joint coursed here are a number of areas where joint courses can be
designed in the earth sciences, particulalry, physical geography, geology,
meterology, hydrology and environmental sciences. Such courses can also utilise
existing faculty to the optimum. In aspects of human geography joint courses

can be designed potentially with the departments of sociology, anthropology,
economics, political science, rural development.

Encourage and promote Nepallevant researchReseash has never been a
priority in the Central Department of Geography or any other department at
Tribhuvan University. Research is more incidental than intentional unless some
joint programme makes it imperative. It is ironic that at a time when there are
more potential funders of geographical and developmental research, the
research output of the departments remain meager.

The history of geography reveals that it is through explorations, large and
small, and through the interpretation and reinterpretatiaf the dynamics of
humantspace interaction that geography has remained at the forefront of the
knowledge enterprise. Changing environments and demographics, changing
cultures, habitats and economies and consequent changes in relationships
present the geogapher with a plethora of research themes in Nepal that can be
explored through a variety of theoretic lenses.

Linkages need to be cultivated with key development organizations such
as the National Planning Commissed sectoral development agencies asliw
as Provincial governments in the futuia facilitating applied research oriented
towards specific policgnd programmegoals.Postgraduate departments of
geography have to evolve as the locus of research in their own right. The
leadership of the degrtments should be judged on that basis.

Develop and sustain linkagds the past decades the central department has

made commendable efforts to develop academic exchange and collaborative
research with Universities notably in Norway, UK and China. Igeaduates
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have immensely benefitted from it. This has to be strengtheaed taken
forward on aninstitutional basis Outside linkages can bring fresh and novel
ideasas well as resourcemnd expose both the faculty and the students to the
new frontiers ofgeographical reseanc methodology and teaching.

Building a sense of communitystitutional research requires a cohesive and
cooperative, learningharing environment in the departments. As an outside
observer for the past decades | have seen thigr@mment deteriorate over the
years. All academic institutions everywhere have a sense of quiet competition
and rivalry. But when the rivalry reaches levels of negativity all concegties
faculty, the students, the department and the general image gutgd to the
outside worldg suffer. The department has to guard itself against this tendency
by being more open, transparent, objective and forward looking, taking relevant
ideas irrespective of source and discarding practices that hinder cooperation and
collaboration. Institutions cannot deliver effectively or prosper sustainably
without building a sense of community.

Visibility. For geography to continually remain relevant as a disciphisaility ¢
in academia and intellectual discourse, and in piblic space at large dealing
with issues of public relevanegs extremely important.

In academia it is through seminars, workshops, thematic brain storming
etc that ideas can be presented, churned, critiqued and contested. This tradition
is largely absnt in the academic environmewf higher education in Nepal and
needs to be established.

The importance of publication cannot be ovamphasised. As the saying
goes an institution is only as good and as relevant as its latest publication. The
life of aca@mic journals in geography has been erratic at best, and largely
unpredictable both in terms of periodicity, review and qualitpe Himalayan
Review the flagship journal of the Nepal Geographical Society has not been
published for quite some time. The partments in Kirtipur and Pokhara bring
out their journals occasionally but attention to quality has often been lacking.

An important aspect of visibility is to show how geographical modes of
analysis can help address issues of development both at thelgolavel as well
as at the level of policies and programme&hkis means that in addition to being
academics, to make geography relevant to the wider world, geographers have
also to venture as public intellectuals offering their reasoned perspectives on
national and regional issues.
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Annex4: Presentation in Technical Session

WORKSHOP ON IMPORTANCE OF GEOGRAPHY IN
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND ITS TEACHING AND
RESEARCH IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN NEPAL

July 3-4, 2017

Presentation on

Contribution of Ge%graph and Geographers in the
Development of Nepal: Some Reflections and Recollections

Bhim Prasad Subedi,
Professorof Geography
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